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mon concern.   The states have remained in-
dependent in those spheres in  which their
sovereignty was not surrendered, but the seed-
ling of the central government has by careful
nursing grown into  a massive  banyan tree
under the shade of which the states feel them-
selves safe"* from encroachment.   The powers
of the central government have by the opera-
tion of economic and national forces, by judi-
cial decisions, etc., been so aggrandised that
one penetrating writer described the political
organism of the United States as a congres-
sional government.   In  India the  tendency
towards  the  aggrandisement  of the  central
power has operated not only with much greater
vigour but with an entire want of discrimina-
tion.   The   result  is   that the  states which
negotiated on terms of equality with the Com-
pany have been forced to accept a paramountcy
which is incredibly wide.   This phenomenon
led one distinguished Viceroy to state publicly
that the rights of the states were derived from
the Crown and that the Crown had voluntarily
set limits on its own authority.   Though this
untenable theory has now been abandoned, it
is sufficiently indicative of the extraordinary
increase in the authority of the central govern-